
The History of 
Ames Lake

A look at our community’s past



Where is 

Ames Lake?

Ames Lake is an unincorporated community in King 

County, Washington. It is 8 miles southeast of 

Redmond, 7 miles west of Carnation, 5 miles 

northeast of Sammamish, and 23 miles east of 

downtown Seattle.



How Ames 
Lake Got Its 
Name

In the early 1900s, John Ames built a home for his 

family across the Snoqualmie River, in what is now 

from the Tolt River, now Tolt - McDonald Park. 

In those days, there was no electricity or running 

water in the area. Most families came here for the 

day or camped for the weekend.

Ames built a ferry, which ran on a cable, and 

charged a small fee to carry passengers and 

wagons across the river. 

John Ames’ son Arthur was killed while working on 

the railroad. His father named Ames Lake in his 

honor.



Timeline of Major Ames Lake Events

Logging (1927)

First settler in the area, Yu Wood (1939)

Ames Lake platted (1941), registered (1942)

First settler on the lake, Mrs. Clarence Scott 

(August 1944)

Fish stocked in the lake (1951) 

Electricity (1954) 

Telephone service (1956)

Ames Lake Community Club (1961) 

Water (1965)

Ames Lake became a private lake (1966)



Lots for Sale in the Ames Lake Vista

The Vista is an area just above Ames Lake. It was 

developed in the early 1970s.

The first 4 lots in the Vista were listed from $1,295 to 

$1,950, or $15 per month. 

The real estate flyers highlighted wooded tracts with 

views of the lake and mountains, along with fishing, 

swimming, and boating.

The Vista became a popular place to buy property 

during that time.



From Battery Radios to Televisions

In 1954, power finally came to Ames Lake. Tanner 

Electric constructed the necessary lines and began 

service that year to approximately 50 members. 

People put away their kerosene lamps, hand-winding 

alarm clocks, and battery radios. They brought in 

refrigerators, televisions, electric stoves, power tools, 

and vacuum cleaners. 

With the power in, Ames Lake was brought up to date 

and people started looking into a future of real estate 

booms. 



The History of Fishing in 

Ames Lake

From 1951 to 1962, the state frequently restocked 

the lake with fish and permitted large numbers of 

fishermen access. 

In 1962, regulations were adopted that said the lake 

should be used exclusively for the private use of 

those owning lots within the plat. It also stated that 

motorboats with gas engines would not be allowed.

Today, largemouth bass, yellow perch, and rainbow 

trout are all caught in Ames Lake.



In 1965, a group of Ames Lake 

residents petitioned King County to 

form a water district. They thought 

water should come from a source 

other than wells. 

The President of the Ames Lake 

Community Club said, “People cannot 

build out here without building wells. If we 

want to encourage property owners to 

build in this area, we must provide local 

water for them.” 

In 1969, Ames Lake Water Association, a 

cooperative water utility, was incorporated 

by 87 members to distribute drinking and 

domestic water to landowners in Ames 

Lake. 

Today, ALWA produces about 90,000,000 

gallons of water a year from deep, 

groundwater production wells. 

The Ames Lake Water Association



The Snoqualmie Tribe

The Snoqualmie Tribe was a major tribe in 

this area, and they were wealthy and 

powerful. They were among the tribes who 

were friends and helpful to the settlers. 

The Tribe had several villages. One was in the 

flats of Fall City where they trained their 

braves. Another was near McDonald Park in 

Carnation where they hosted people from 

other tribes. 

When warring tribes started fighting, the 

Snoqualmie’s would send signals up the river 

to give everybody time to mount a siege from 

the bluff above McDonald Park (the tree farm). 

They used Ames Lake as their water source 

so they could keep a siege going for as long 

as they needed to.
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